
  

Crossway 
The voice of St Lukeõs Church 

 

November 2020  

 

 

 

  

                                                     

 

                                                   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                           

                                                                             50p                      
 



н 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  

8.00 am Holy Communion  

10.15 am Parish Eucharist  

6.30 pm Compline as announced   

  

1st Sunday in the month                    

10.15 am All Together Eucharist  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

  

JUNIOR CHURCH    

Children meet in St. Lukeõs Hall at 10.15 am and join the regular congregation 

later in the service, receiving a blessing at the Altar rail during Communion.  
This is not currently happening due to COVID19  

  

WEEKDAY WORSHIP   
  

Thursday 11.00 am Holy Communion  

Saints and Holy Days as announced  

Holy Baptism, Banns of Marriage, Weddings and Funeral Services  

should be arranged with the Associate Rector  
  

The Reverend Anne Bourne is available for help at all times, on 07512 734224  

She is happy to visit parishioners in hospital or at home,  

whether you come to church or not, and will be grateful to be advised of any need.  

Please note that whenever possible she will keep Saturday as her òfreeó 
day. For regular visiting please contact Xanthe Duffill, our Pastoral 

Assistant., on 01959 523037  
  

The Administrator is available in the Parish Office Monday to Friday 8.15am-12.15pm  
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The Associate Rector Writes  
Dear Friends 

Memories are precious and we can cherish our memories. Those good times we spent with 

others, our family, and friends.  For those however who suffer dementia there will be a loss of 

memory. That memory loss affects each person differently, as do all aspects of dementia. Some 

people with dementia retain certain skills for much longer, while  others will need assistance 

earlier on. A person may recall a surprising range of facts or experiences, especially memories 

from earlier in their life, but may forget recent events or familiar. This of course is difficult for 

both the person themselves as well as their family. 

Memories are also an opportunity for us to celebrate and give thanks as we re-call events or 

individuals that are precious to us, that special family event or celebration. In celebrating our 

memories, I wonder also whether we use them as an opportunity to thank God? Many of our 

memories will include those precious God given opportunities.  

The month of November is very much about memories and remembering and we have two 

opportunities to gather and remember at the beginning of this month. Our Remembrance 

Sunday Eucharist on the 8th will enable us to honour all who gave their lives in the different 

services for our country. The men and women of the army, navy,  air force and many more. 

We honour their memory and their commitment to serve. We remember too the many who 

were injured because of their service and those who still live the memories of those times. 

Due to COVID 19 there will not be a public  service on The Vine this year, but an opportunity 

to remember and give thanks here in church. 

In the afternoon we shall hold our annual All Souls service as we remember all those, we have 

loved but see no longer. It will be poignant this year to hold before God also the many who 

have lost their lives as a result of the virus. Further details of this service you will find later in 

the magazine. Please do join us if you are able, you would be very welcome. 

God bless  

Anne 
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St Lukeõs Away Giving 

The Charity for November is:  

òKarma Nirvanaó 

Karma Nirvana means òPeace and Enlightenmentó and it was founded 26 
years ago and has been supporting victims of honour-based abuse 
(HBA) and forced marriage (FM).  The charity offers to help people who 
are: 

being pressured to get married against their will 
worrying about bring shame or dishonour on their family 
being emotionally or physically abused 
confused about what their religious scripture demands of them, and 
worrying about being disowned.  

Today this service is seen as an important public service and there is a 

national Helpline - 0800 5999 247 - offering direct support and guidance 

to victims and professionals (almost 70,000 calls so far). Karma Nirvana 

does not discriminate between age, gender, sexuality, religious faith or no 

faith. In addition to direct support, it educates and trains UK statutory, 

voluntary and government agencies responsible for protecting UK 

citizens at risk of HBA and FM and being disowned by their families and 

communities. Other activities include public awareness and campaigning 

and education, and survivor ambassador program. 

Try to imagine the horrors for these young people ð mainly females ð 

and the desperate straits to which they will go to escape such abhorrent 

practices.  One hid a spoon in her underwear in order to set off metal 

detectors at the airport and, as a result, was escorted by security staff 

into a private room where she was able to inform them of what was 

about to happen to her.  A volunteer, loving the arts, had the idea of 

small spoons that could be made into jewellery to sell to raise awareness 

and fundraise. Simples ð but a loving response to a real problem in the 

UK today.  

 

tel:08005999247
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Karma Nirvana is a professionally managed charity which is seen in the 

UK as a key source of expert knowledge on Islamic cultural norms 

surrounding relationships between men and young girls/women. Please 

be generous in your support of Karma Nirvana this month and in future. 

Direct Donations can be made via their website. 

 

To learn more about this excellent charity and its work and to buy your 

own spoon in the fight against forced marriage, please look at 

www.karmanirvana.org.uk or you can speak to Peter Ashwell 461087. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October £94.00 was collected for Refugee Action  

 

************************  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.karmanirvana.org.uk
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 The Team Rector Writes  
Dear Friends, 

I find myself offering a few thoughts for the magazine the day   
after completion of our shortlisting for both Team Vicar positions 
for St Lukeõs and St Mary the Virgin. The week of the                
2nd November are when interviews take place for both positions. 
You will therefore be reading this magazine during the actual 
week of interviews! However, although it is a curious time in 
which to offer any reflections about the people who may be appointed, it is     
important for me to state that as Team Rector I will be looking forward to having 
whoever is appointed as colleaguesñenabling their gifts to enrich my own     
ministry, as much as I hope my gifts will bless theirs.  

Yet equally I am looking forward to working alongside colleagues, as we share   
together in the ministry and mission of all three churches and as the new Team as 
a whole.  

Although the team is being structured around three people with special           
responsibilities for a particular church, each church will experience the gifting in its 
life of the other clergy as well.  

At the beginning of my own time here I have been seeking to be a part of the life 
of the three churches as much as I can. Yet, on the appointment of colleagues, with 
them physically in place, I am looking forward to becoming more deeply a part of 
the life of all three churches.  

I am acutely aware and appreciate that in many ways St Lukeõs has faced more  
difficulties than either St Mary or St Mary the Virgin during these four years - 
though blessed by the wonderful presence of Anne, churchwardens and lay     
leadership from the PCC and others. So I see as important the earthing of myself 
more in the lives of the congregation and life of St Lukeõs, so that with valued   
colleagues, the church can experience significant care and direction.  

As part of this intention, and the start of any relationship, I will be beginning    
general visiting among the valued congregation of St Lukeõs the week of the                 
9th of November. (I have already had get togethers with most people with roles at 
the church previously) People will have already started receiving get together    
requests from me by the time you also receive this edition of the magazine. 

Every blessing, Mark 

mark.bridgen@btinternet.com  (Tel) 073 75 299 944 or (01732) 452112. 

 

 

mailto:mark.bridgen@btinternet.com
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An Update from the Churchwardens  

With the prospect of a new stricter lockdown, we pray that we will be able 
to continue meeting safely, getting back into a pattern of worship that is the 
new normal and that we can go ahead and plan for Christmas services even 
if these take on a slightly different format. It is a time when our faith in God 
will be at the forefront of all that we do and for those still shielding, please 
know that you are constantly in our prayers, as we hold the whole family at 
St Lukeõs up to the God of hope, healing, peace and love, that he might be 
with us in our homes and walking with us as we step out into the world 
around us, in all our conversations and deep within our hearts , giving us 
guidance, purpose, strength and renewed enthusiasm to keep him at the  
centre of our lives. 

During October, the process of shortlisting prospective candidates for the 
posts at St Lukeõs and St Mary Riverhead with Dunton Green has started 
and interviews be held in the first week of November. Please pray for all     
candidates and those involved in the process that they may know the Lordõs 
presence and follow his guidance throughout the coming weeks and that the 
candidates are able to travel safely so that the interviews can be held in   
person and they can be shown around the 3 parishes. 

Our chosen representatives for the interview panel for St Lukeõs are Peter 
Fleming and Marie Stevens please pray for them and support them. I shall be 
representing us on the panel for St Maryõs and would value your prayers also. 

Please pray for our new PCC, meeting for the first time this month, especially 
for Elizabeth & Fred as they join us as new members, making the decisions 
that affect the day to day life of St Lukeõs. I will stand for Churchwarden until 
April 2021 but would appreciate your prayers to find a successor as I will 
have done 5 years and feel this is a fantastic time for someone to bring new 
gifts and fresh ideas to take us forward with the new team and all that has to 
offer. I will still be around to offer support and help where needed. Could 
you be our next Churchwarden? 

Thank you for your prayers, patience and support over the past year, Beth, 
Anne and I have really appreciated all that you have done and continue to do 
at St Lukeõs especially during the difficulties of lockdown and our return to 
worship in the church building . 

We pray that you will all keep well and stay safe. 

Janet and Beth 
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St Lukeõs Social & Study Group / Book Reading Group 
The Social & Study Group and the Book Reading Group have 
both been postponed until further notice, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
Laurence Pearce 

 

Intercessions Group  
LET US PRAY FOR THE CHURCH AND FOR THE WORLD, 
AND LET US THANK GOD FOR ALL HIS GOODNESS  
The Intercessions Group is now able to meet in the Parish Room 
(subject to any further Government restrictions). Our next meet-
ing is on Friday, 30 October from 2.00pm to 2.30pm and the  
following meeting is on 27 November. Anyone is welcome to join 
us, but please let me know if you are planning to come.  
Alternatively, you can set aside the time for prayer at home. Any 
special requests for prayer should be sent to Anne or me.                                                                                                  

Dennis MihillñŘΦƳƛƘƛƭƭϪǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 

 

Articles for Crossway  
Please email your articles for Crossway to the following email 
address: lukesevenoaks@btinternet.com.  

By Friday 6th November   
 

Parish Office  
Opening Times  

 

Monday to Fridayñ8.15amñ12.15pm  
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                "SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG"  
But, sadly, No! At present, we are not allowed to sing in church. One of 
the things I miss most during this pandemic is the singing of hymns, when 
all the congregation can join in praising or praying to God. As a small 
consolation, I download some of the many hymns available on YouTube, 
particularly when joining in a service online. Some of my favourites are    
"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the king of creation" from Westminster 
Abbey (you can sing along with the Royal family!), then "When peace like 
a river" (It is well with my soul) - my favourite recording is the one  by 
the First-Plymouth church. 
There are several recordings of that great Welsh hymn, Aberystwyth- 
"Jesus, lover of my soul", the words of which are very appropriate to our 
present situation. I particularly like the rendering by an unknown church 
on the mkariobangi stream. 
For those without access to the Internet, the excellent Church of England 
"Daily Hope" can be accessed by phone (Freephone 0800 804 8044) 
and, as well as providing helpful faith reflections, has a hymn loop. So, let 
us carry on Singing to the Lord! 
Dennis Mihill  
 
 
 
 
                     
       

 


